Lochdonhead Primary School

Homework Policy Draft
‘To be engaging and effective homework needs to have variety, change of pace, shift of medium, exploiting the range of intelligences and drawing on the visual, kinaesthetic modes through mind-mapping, illustrating, talking things over, teaching others, applying and testing ideas.’

The Homework File, University of Strathclyde, 2001
The Purpose of Homework

Homework has several purposes: to strengthen skills, knowledge and understanding, to extend school learning, for example by additional reading. Homework can involve the use of parents’ skills and knowledge, reference books etc.  During their progression through the school, pupils develop the confidence and self-discipline that is needed to study on their own in order to become life-long learners. 

Content

Homework will include practise and consolidation of school learning in literacy and maths.

Homework will also include practical tasks and these may be -

research


local surveys

making models or maps

interviewing


designing

web search

making up stories or poems


illustrating

highlighting key points
drawing, art 

listening/watching


drafting and redrafting
rehearsing – a play, role play or dance

quick fire recall number facts and keywords

Homework is most likely to be valued when it makes connections between the ‘real’ world outside school and what is being taught in the classroom, for example, maths that relates to things at home, catalogues, television, shops.  Children spend varying amounts of time completing homework; therefore restrictive time limits have not been set.
The Reading Diary

The reading diary is a vital link between home and school, allowing pupils, parents and teachers to have useful communication about reading progress.  We invite parents/ carers and pupils to share their opinions regarding the books being read.  Parents/carers should use this diary to let teachers know if there are any aspects to their child’s reading which they are particularly pleased about or concerned with.

Progression

Reading will be the main form of homework in Primary 1.  This will be supported by phonic/key words reinforcement.  Homework may also take the form of topic related activities.  By the end of Primary 1, the children will have homework comprising of reading and maths every week.

Reading and maths homework will continue throughout primary school with the reading diary continuing.  Usually other homework that will be varied and reflect the work in the class as well as providing support for children’s learning will be given at least once per week.
Expectations

Children can expect:

· to have homework explained to them,
to be responsible for making sure they understand their homework task, taking it home and giving it in on time.

Parents expect:
information and guidance on supporting their children’s homework.

The school expects:

· parents to support children in taking responsibility for their homework,

· that children are supported at home with their homework by parents who provide a suitable, reasonably peaceful place where children can do their homework

· make it clear to children that homework is valued and support the school in explaining how it can help children’s learning

· encourage pupils and praise them when they have completed their homework

· make sure that children complete their homework and check it

Success with homework rests with three key people
· The teacher – setting interesting work at the right level, giving effective feedback.

· The parent – supporting the child, providing a quiet environment, discussing tasks and contacting school is there is a problem.

· The pupil – to make the time to do homework carefully and well.

‘The single most important ingredient of success at school – and in life–

 rests on the power of these three to work together.’


The Homework File, University of Strathclyde, 2001
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